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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Shola - i- Tur (Cawnpore) of the 1 Ith Je January says 83 
The payment of the cost that a contemporary states that the e 
of the late Kabul war. Home Government has decided to 
pay five millions sterling to the Government of India in 
regard to the cost of the late “Afghan war. The total cost 
of the war must have been about thirty or thirty-two millions, 
because one year ago the expenditure was estimated at twenty 
millions, and a further expenditure of ten or twelve millions 
must have been incurred since then. If England pays only 
five millions, the Government of India will have | lo lery a new 
war tax. Obviously the Indian exchequer in its Present 
unsatisfactory state cannot bear such a heavy b ya at rde 


ment. The occupation of Cyprus by the Home Government 
for the defence of English interests was m=! reel cause 1 
the war. Russia looked upon the ecupation. 
an unjust interference, and sent an smbas y to 
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rendered the despatch of an English embassy necessary in 
order to prevent it from establishing Russian influence there. 
But the late Amir Sher Ali refused to receive our mission, 
and war was declared against him. As the war was due to 
the Eastern policy of the Home Government, England should 
have paid for it. As it was calculated to secure the north- 


west frontier, India might have deen called upon to pay a 


small portion of the cost. 


The Panjdbi Akhbdr of the 5th January states that it 
appears from the Civil and Military 


The appointment of an 


additional Judge to the Gazette that the Panjab Chief Court 
has asked Government to appoint ‘an 
additional Judge, on the ground that there is great pressure 
of work in that court. The court had on its file 1,200 cases 
at the end of the last year. On the whole itdoesnot work more 
than 200 days in the year, the rest of the days being observed 
as holidays. Supposing that it disposes of ten cases a day, 


Panjab Chief Court. 


which is, however, rather a high average, it will take it 120 
days to dispose of the pending cases. Hence it is evident 
that the new suits which will now be instituted will not 
be heard by the court this year, but in the next vear. 
The inconvenience and loss to which the suitors will be 
exposed by this delay may be better imagined than des- 
cribed. Under these circumstances, it is indispensably 
necessary to appoint an additional Judge to the Chief Court. 
The Government should avail itself of this opportunity to 
appoint a native Judge. If this were done, the confidence 
of the people in the justice of that court would be greatly 
increased. When all the other High Courts have been sup- 


plied with a native Judge, there seems to be no reason why 
the Panjab Court should not have one. 


The same paper of the 8th January states that the 


Government deemed it expedient to 

Pr Co ce of ons establish the Press Commissioner's 
office to meet the increased demand 

or news on the part of the public in the time of the late 


[= 


Afghan war. Now that the war has ended and there is 
nothing going on in any part of the country regarding which 
the public may be anxious to obtain early information, the 
Government has rightly taken into consideration the ques- 
tion of abolishing the office. The editors of some newspapers 
have prepared a joint memorial addressed to the Viceroy, 
protesting against its abolition. The Anjuman-i-Panjab, at a 
late meeting, also expressed its opinion in favour of its reten- 
tion. But to our thinking the office is quite unnecessary and 
should be abolished. As regards the supply of news by the 
Press Commissioner, it has often happened that the same news 
which editors had already received from their correspondents 
was communicated tothem after two or three days by him. 
Moreover, his communications are not full and clear. When for 
some days after the retirement of British troops from Kur- 

rum communication was stopped with Kabul, he could obtain 
no news from that place and was as helpless as the editors. 
He could not contradict the rumour which gained currency at 
that time about the murder of Abdul Rahman Khan. Some 
of our contemporaries contend that his office is very useful in 
the way of checking the spread of false ramours by newspapers. 
But it should be observed that since his office has come into 
existence he has had to contradict the news published by the 
press only on one or two occasions. This clearly shows that 
the Indian press needs no such check. Since the Kabul 
war has been concluded the Press Commissioner has had little 
news to communicate to the public. He has nothing to do 
with the Press Act. The district officers see to the working 
of that Act. There is another strong argument against the 
retention of the Press Commissioner’s office, which alone, if 
nothing else could be urged against it, might be considered 
conclusive. It is surprising that when the Government has 
strictly prohibited all public servants from having any con- 
nection with any newspaper, it should keep a special institu- 
tion at a large annual cost for the supply of news to the 
Press. ’ | | „„ 
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Circulation, The Vritta Dhdrd (published in Marathi at Dhär) of the 
* The abolition of the Be: zrd January says that the London 
retary of State's Council. correspondent of the Pioneer reports 
that a Government officer is making an enquiry as to what are 
the duties of the Members of the Council of the Secretary of 
State and what aid the Secretary of State obtains from them, 
and that the object of this enquiry appears to be that the 
Council will be re-organised or abolished altogether, Obvi- 
ously the Secretary of State’s Council is not of much use. 
Appeals against the judgments of the High Courts in India 
are made to the Privy Council, and all Indian political ques- 
tions are decided by Parliament, The natives send their peti- 
tions to Parliament for the redress of their grievances. Under 
these circumstances there is no necessity for the retention of 
the Council in question, especially in the present unsatisfac- 
tory state of the Indian finances. 


Circulation, The Kavivachan Sudhd (Benares) of the 10th January 


— The Press Commis- asks what were the reasons which in- 
dianer s office. duced the Government to establish 
the Press Commissioner’s office? Do not those reasons 
exist now? In our opinion the Press Commissioner’s office 
is very useful and should not be abolished. He supplies trust- 
worthy official news to the public and checks the spread of 
false rumours. He immediately contradicted the rumour 
which was lately propagated about Lord Ripon’s alleged 
tender of resignation owing to illness. The natives are very 
unfortunate. Nothing that promises to be useful to them is 
allowed to last long. The Press Commissioner gratuitously 
supplies them with important information. obtained from all: 


parts of the world. If his office is abolished, they will have 
no means of obtaining it. 


The same paper states that it would seem as if the Musal- 
mans had by preconcert resolved to 
cause disturbances on the day of the 
ast 1d festival. They committed riots at several places on 


The Id riots. 


(eo 


that day. Thev area very disloyal people. They were the 
ringleaders in the mutiny of 1857. What object could the 
Hindus have in rebelling against the Government? They 
could not be so foolish as to place themselves again under 
oppressive Muhammadan yoke, from which the British had 
released them. The Musalmans killed Lord Mayo and Chief 
Justice Norman. Did any Hindu ever perpetrate such an 
atrocious act? The Government is fully alive to the disloy- 
alty of the Musalmans, but it is merciful. However, if they 
persist in their misconduct, it will be obliged to punish them 
and bring them to their senses. 


The Hindi Fradip (Allahabad) for January states that 
Tue alleged partiality of When the British delivered the Hin- 
Government toMusaimans. dus from the tyranny and oppression 
of the Musalmans, it was expected that the Government 
would look upon the Hindus and the Musalmans with an eye 
of equality. But unfortunately we have been disappointed. 
The (tovernment fears the Musalmans, and consequently 
always shows partiality to them. Kine are very useful animals. 
and are held in great respect by the Hindus, but still Musal- 
maus are allowed to kill them for the sake of their flesh. The 
conduct of the British officers in connection with the sacrifice 
of kine by Musalmans at Mirzapur, Benares, &., at the last 
Id festival deserves consideration. What impartial justice 
has been done in the case of Munshi Indarman! Hindi is the 
popular language in these provinces, but Urdu has been 


adopted by Government as the court language, to the great in- 


convenience of the people. Whenever a poor peasant receives 
a summons from a court, he has to run several miles from his 
house in search of au Urdu-reading man in order to know its 
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contents. Prizes are given every three months by the Direo- 


tor of Public Instruction to students of Government schools 
for good English and Urdu writing, but not for Hindi 
writing. It is to be regretted that even Mr. Griffith, who i is 
good Sanskrit scholar, gives no encouragement. to Hindi. 
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Qazis have been appointed to decide disputes between Musal- 
mans according to the Muhammadan law. Why have not 
similar Hindu officers been appointed? The fact of the 
matter is that the Hindus are a patient people, but the Govern- 
ment fears the Musalmans. 


The Oudh Akhbér of the 8th January urges that the 
The establishment of talukdars and zamindars should them- 
model farms by zamindars. gel ves culivate a portion of their lands 
according to scientific principles of agriculture, If this were 
done, their tenants would be soon convinced of the advantages 
of those principles and would be induced to adopt them. 


The same paper, in regard to the employment of the 
Ea ao students of schools, expresses its con- 
ted men to the public ser- Currence with Mr. Nesfield, the 
* Inspector of Schools in Oudb, in 
thinking that the district officers are always ready to give 
them posts in their offices, but that they are not so largely 
employed as they otherwise would be, owing to the miscon- 
duct of ministerial officers. When a university man is admitted 
to a public office as an apprentice, he is ridiculed by the 
ministerial officers and finds his position very unpleasant. 
University men should be always preferred to men of less 
education. There is no doubt that they would learn the 
office routine in an extremely short time. Greater facilities 
should be provided for their admission to the public service. 


A correspondent of the Anjuman-i-Panjab of the 7th 


The district fund, Pan- January states that scholarships are 
jab. given from the district ſund only 
to the sons of cultivators at schools. This restriction is 
probably based on the ground that only the agricultural 
classes contribute to that fund. But this restriction is not 
just and should be done away with. We have heard 
that even Mr. Sime, the late Inspector of Schools in Ambala, 
was opposed to it. Scholarships should be freely given from 
the district fund to all promising students, whethor they 


( a > 


are the sons of cultivators or belong to any other class of 
the community. Ifthe Government is so strict in regard 
to the school cess, it may with as much reason forbid all 
persons except the cultivators from using the post-office and 
the roads, which are maintained from the post and road 
cesses. Stipends are given from the municipal fund to all 
promising students, and not to the sons of traders only who 
pay the octroi. The school cess is levied from zamindars 
for general purposes of education just as the license-tax is 
levied from traders for the relief of famine. If the district 
fund is intended only for the benefit of the agricultural 
classes, why is the balance of the fund at the end of the 
year retained by Government and not refunded ? 


The Nastm-i-Agra of the 7th January states that on his 
The estate of the late death Rai Joti Parshad of Agra left 
Rai Joti Parshadof Agra. a large estate to his heirs. In 1878 
they found that they were running into debt, and therefore 
appointed a manager for the management of the estate. Their 
debts amounted to one and three quarters lakhs of rupees at the 
time. It is rumoured that they have risen to six lakhs since 
then. The Government should make an enquiry as to what 
is the cause of the increase of the debt and endeavour to save 
the estate from ruin. 


The Koh-i-Nér (Lahore) of the 8th January publishes 

The case of the editor of àn article communicated by its Amrit- 
the Saſtr. i. Hiad, Amritsar. gar correspondent. The writer states 
that the case of Munshi Gur Sahai, deputy inspector of po- 
lice, Amritsar, who was charged with murder, has been retried 
by the Deputy Commissioner in accordance with the order of 
the Chief Court. The Deputy Commissioner re-examined the 
witnesses and decided the case in a single sitting. He again 
arrived at the conclusion that the accused was innocent and 
acquitted him. It is ramoured that some of the witnesses for 
the prosecution, who were well acquainted with the facts of the 
case, could not attend the court owing urgent private affairs, but 
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‘the court did not think it necessary to defer the case for the sake 
of their evidence. The sub-inspector of police is generally 

considered guilty by the publicat Amritsar, but no one has the 

courage to give evidence against a police officer. The case of 

Munshi Rajab Ali, the editor of the Sa/tr-i-Hind (Amritsar), 

who has been prosecuted by the sub-inspectur of police for 

defamation, depends upon the decision of the Deputy Com- 

missioner in the above case. Heaven protect poor Rajab Ali! 

He published the rumour in his paper about the alleged murder 
in good faith. The rumour had even reached the ear of the 

Deputy Commissioner, as he remarked in Court. 


POST-OFFICE. 
The Kavivachan Sudhd (Benares) of the 10th January 
states that money-orders for about one 
lakh of rupees are issued and paid by 
a 2nd class post-office in a month, 


The money-order work 
at Zod class post-offices. 


and urges that a treasurer should be appointed at each 2nd class 
post-office to assist the deputy post-master in the performance 
of money-order work. 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. . 


The Hindi Pradtp (Allahabad) for January urges that the 
municipal committee of Allahabad 

W of streets, = shonid follow the example of the mu- 
nicipal committees of Benares, Agra, 

and Cawnpore, and make arrangements for lighting the town. 


The Rahbar-i-Hind (Lahore) of the 6th January publishes 
Prayers offered by the an account of the meeting which was 
8 Hu red. held at the Royal Masjid on the 3rd 
lency the Viceroy. January by the Musalmans of Lahore, 
through the exertions of the Anjuman-i-Islamiah, to offer 
prayers for the recovery of Lord Ripon. 
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